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agreed that we ought to allow our claims to go
forward at that stage but might take a fresh decision
later, and that on the Friday or Saturday I sent
Balcarres to Walter with the proposal that we
should both withdraw in favour of Bonar Law. This
was written at the time to my father and is, I am
certain, correct.

You may be sure that I shall not treat any differ-
ence in our accounts (yours presumably deriving
ultimately from Walter himself) in any hostile or
controversial spirit, but unless it is too late I must
make some allusion to it to avoid misunderstanding.

I replied to the effect that my authority for the
statement was the diary of the late Sir Henry Samuel,
which had been generously placed at my disposal by
his son, Captain G. H. Samuel.

Sir Austen wrote again:

Many thanks for your reply. As the book is in
the Press and the extracts in the Sunday Times begins
to-morrow, I have had to deal with the matter
briefly and at once.

I send a copy of the note I have added to my
contemporary letter. (Forgive its untidy form,
My secretary is away on her holiday.) I trust that
you will feel that I have observed my promise not
to be controversial. Apparently our minds worked
on the same lines (Walter's and mine I mean)
though I don't think that BaL can ever have
received Walter's message. There has not been time
to consult Bal.

Then followed the footnote which is to be found in
Politics from Inside. My own part in this episode was of
trifling importance, but the interchange of letters is